       Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #33
               *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Jen Sung, (Gary Miller’s sister);  *J. S. Miller, (Home); *Janelle Miller, (Home); Dave Novinger; Aliyia Shoop; Gary Miller; Arletta Thomas; Janette & Dennis Leitzel; Rahn Cooper; Barbara Lauver; Gerry Wiest; Neva Cichy; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Motter; Hannah Gonder, (Leon/Diane Shaffer’s granddaughter); Kayla Gonder; Dennis Croutharmel; Marissa Faust; Gail Shertzer; Michelle Chubb, (Charlie/Gail Shertzer’s daughter); Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Sophia, Ben & Sarah Heinbaugh; Carole Fetterhoff, Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jacob Castellani; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Janet Flowers; Ruth Boyer;  Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Sue Miller; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Deb Perkins; Ellie Baker; Glen Hale; Kenny Baker; Shirley Seiler; Betty Feger; Elmer Keiter;
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
                                                         [image: image1.emf]


                               August 21, 2022
     Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                                                                          Pastor Kristine Heckard
         Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                              Church Office (717-896-3118)           

   Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
      Valleys new email!  valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

Video Technician, Seth Guertin
August 14, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.  (*Please stand as you are able)
   Prelude       Lighting of Candles  
Announcements, Call to Worship                       Norine Goss                                 
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                                    

L:  Let all who would know the freedom of God’s grace come together!
P:  Must we know all the Laws and must we be perfect in our hearts?
L:  Jesus fulfilled the Law, and in Christ we are perfected before God.
P:  What if our clothes are not fine or our bodies imperfect and worn?
L:   Sing praises unto the Lord! In the cross, God’s love came to us all!      
      ALL:  Blessed be the name of the Lord!

      L:  Come, let us worship together.
 
*Hymn -     “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”        Page 92
*Invocation                                                                         
O God, we come to You on this day of rest in celebration and thanksgiving for the day of our Savior’s rising from the grave.  We come with great anticipation of the works of salvation He is yet to do.  Receive us now as we offer our prayers, our songs, our offerings, and ourselves through Jesus Christ our Lord we pray.  Amen. 

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
      Psalm 103:1-8 (Responsively)                     (See Insert) 
      New Testament:  Hebrews 12:18-29          (See Insert)  Marie Herb           
Hymn -             “Love Lifted Me”                              Page 505               
Sermon Scripture *Gospel:  Luke 13:10-17 (See Insert) Leon Shaffer 
Message:            “When It’s Okay to Break the Rules”
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)        
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Hymn -               “Because He Lives”                   Page 213 
*Benediction                                                        
Our Lord Jesus Christ be with you to defend you, within you to keep you, before you to lead you, beside you to guard you, and above you to bless you.  Amen.

 L:  Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”            
P:  Response: “And also with you.”                               
L:   “Go now in peace.”                                                  
      *Extinguishing of candles



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today August 21st the Tenth Sunday after Pentecost! Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please use your judgment if you feel unwell, to remain home until you are better. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
OUR BEAUTIFUL ALTAR FLOWERS are presented to the glory of God by Rachael Bryson in loving memory of Pete and Rachael’s Wedding Anniversary.

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
                               CHURCH CALENDAR 
            
Aug.  21 -  9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online -

Aug.   28 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online 
Back-to-School Yard Sale/Fresh Impressions - A total of 151 students came to the Halifax Community Back-to-school free yard sale Aug. 12th and 13th and about ​55 students shopped for the Fresh Impressions at Wal-Mart. Thank you to everyone who donated their time to sort clothing, set-up and pack-up clothing for the yard sale, worked at yard sale and Fresh Impressions! Also thank you to everyone who donated monetary donations for “Fresh Impressions” and donated clothing. This event that helps families in the Halifax community could not be done without everyone’s help!
LAY READERS: Aug. 21 - Marie Herb, Leon Shaffer; Aug. 28 - Norine Goss, Ken Bechtel; Sept. 4 - Donna Novinger, Ed Berra.  If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Aug. 21 - Ken Bechtel; Aug. 28 - Dave Novinger; Sept. 4 - Ed Dobbin.  If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger or the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.

COMMUNION SERVERS: Sept. 4 - Bridget Campbell, To be announced.

MISSION OFFERING donations (May thru August) go to “Back to School Project” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)
Attendance: 
In-person worship for Aug. 14 was 41. 
Face book views for Aug. 14 as of Aug. 17 were 46.
Face Book views for Aug. 7 as of Aug. 17 were 51 .

ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers has increased to $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 
1ST SCRIPTURE READING - Psalm 103:1-8 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 Let all that I am praise the Lord;
    with my whole heart, I will praise his holy name.
2 Let all that I am praise the Lord;
    may I never forget the good things he does for me.
3 He forgives all my sins
    and heals all my diseases.
4 He redeems me from death
    and crowns me with love and tender mercies.
5 He fills my life with good things.
    My youth is renewed like the eagle’s!
6 The Lord gives righteousness
    and justice to all who are treated unfairly.
7 He revealed his character to Moses
    and his deeds to the people of Israel.
8 The Lord is compassionate and merciful,
    slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love.
2ND Reading - New Testament - Hebrews 12:18-29   (NLT)
18 You have not come to a physical mountain, to a place of flaming fire, darkness, gloom, and whirlwind, as the Israelites did at Mount Sinai. 19 For they heard an awesome trumpet blast and a voice so terrible that they begged God to stop speaking. 20 They staggered back under God’s command: “If even an animal touches the mountain, it must be stoned to death.” 21 Moses himself was so frightened at the sight that he said, “I am terrified and trembling.”
22 No, you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to countless thousands of angels in a joyful gathering. 23 You have come to the assembly of God’s firstborn children, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God himself, who is the judge over all things. You have come to the spirits of the righteous ones in heaven who have now been made perfect. 24 You have come to Jesus, the one who mediates the new covenant between God and people, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks of forgiveness instead of crying out for vengeance like the blood of Abel. 25 Be careful that you do not refuse to listen to the One who is speaking. For if the people of Israel did not escape when they refused to listen to Moses, the  earthly messenger, we will certainly not escape if we reject the One who speaks to us from heaven! 26 When God spoke from

2ND Reading - N. Test. - Hebrews 12:18-29 (NLT) (Continued)
Mount Sinai his voice shook the earth, but now he makes another promise: “Once again I will shake not only the earth but the heavens also.” 27 This means that all of creation will be shaken and removed, so that only unshakable things will remain. 28 Since we are receiving a Kingdom that is unshakable, let us be thankful and please God by worshiping him with holy fear and awe. 29 For our God is a devouring fire.
3RD Reading - Sermon Scripture: Gospel *Luke 13:30-17 (NLT)
10 One Sabbath day as Jesus was teaching in a synagogue, 11 he saw a woman who had been crippled by an evil spirit. She had been bent double for eighteen years and was unable to stand up straight. 12 When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, “Dear woman, you are healed of your sickness!” 13 Then he touched her, and instantly she could stand straight. How she praised God! 14 But the leader in charge of the synagogue was indignant that Jesus had healed her on the Sabbath day. “There are six days of the week for working,” he said to the crowd. “Come on those days to be healed, not on the Sabbath.” 15 But the Lord replied, “You hypocrites! Each of you works on the Sabbath day! Don’t you untie your ox or your donkey from its stall on the Sabbath and lead it out for water? 16 This dear woman, a daughter of Abraham, has been held in bondage by Satan for eighteen years. Isn’t it right that she be released, even on the Sabbath?”  17 This shamed his enemies, but all the people rejoiced at the wonderful things he did.

Reader: “The Word of God for the people of God.”
People: “Praise be to God!”
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

Links for Hymn: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” BEECHER (Pg 92 Red hymnal):
      https://youtu.be/J-6PMvgJHG0?t=5
1st Hymn: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling  

 (Page 92 Red Hymnal)
Charles Wesley | John Zundel     BEECHER

CCLI Song # 4256089    CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1   Love divine all loves excelling
Joy of heaven to earth come down
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling
All Thy faithful mercies crown
Jesus Thou art all compassion
Pure unbounded love Thou art
Visit us with Thy salvation
Enter every trembling heart
Verse 2   Breathe O breathe Thy loving Spirit
Into every troubled breast
Let us all in Thee inherit
Let us find that promised rest
Take away our bent love to sinning
Alpha and Omega be
End of faith as its beginning
Set our hearts at liberty
Verse 3   Come Almighty to deliver
Let us all Thy grace receive
Suddenly return and never
Never more Thy temples leave
Thee we would be always blessing
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above
Pray and praise Thee without ceasing
Glory in Thy perfect love
Verse 4

Finish then Thy new creation
Pure and spotless let us be
Let us see Thy great salvation
Perfectly restored in Thee
Changed from glory into glory
Till in heaven we take our place
Till we cast our crowns before Thee
Lost in wonder love and praise
History of Hymn: “Because He Lives”  (Pg. 213)
      “Because He Lives" is one of the most famous hymns written by wedded songwriters Bill and Gloria Gaither. Its lyrics praise the sacrifice and salvation found in Jesus Christ through faith. Gloria Gaither, born March 4th, 1942, is a Christian songwriter, author, speaker, editor, and academic. William James Gaither, born March 28th, 1936, is an American singer and songwriter of Southern gospel and contemporary Christian music. He has written numerous popular Christian songs with his wife Gloria; he is also known for performing as part of the Bill Gaither Trio and the Gaither Vocal Band (GVB). They have written many songs classics “He Touched Me,” “There’s Something About That Name” and countless others, To date, they have written more than 700 songs, produced 60 recordings and several musicals. Both are authors or co-authors of several books.
 In 1969, while expecting their third child, the Gaithers were going through a rather traumatic time in their lives. Bill was recovering from a bout with mononucleosis. It was a special period of anxiety and mental anguish for Gloria. The thought of bringing another child into this world, with all of the “craziness,” was taking its toll on her.

  On New Year’s Eve, she was sitting in their living room, in agony and fear. The educational system was being infiltrated with the God is dead idea, while drug abuse and racial tensions were increasing. Then one night . . .  “after a simple prayer by one of Bill’s close friends—a prayer that commanded the devil to back off—both Bill and Gloria recall that the strength of the Holy Spirit seemed to come to their aid. Then suddenly, and quite unexpectedly, she was filled with a gentle, calming peace. It was as if her heavenly Father, like an attentive mother bending over her baby, saw his child and came to her rescue. The panic gave way to calmness and an assurance that only the Lord can impart. She was assured that the future would be just fine, left in God’s hands.

       In July 1970 shortly after their healthy baby Benjamin was born, both Bill and Gloria remembered that the power of the blessed Holy Spirit had seemed to come to their aid. Christ’s resurrection, in all of its power and affirmation in their lives, revitalized their thinking. To Gloria, it was life conquering death in their daily activities. Joy once again dominated the fearful circumstances of the day.

Those events gave rise to one of the most famous Christian songs of our time, “Because He Lives.” In this song, which begins, “God sent His son, they called Him Jesus,” we are reminded that Christ came to this earth. And the purpose for His coming was that we might be able to face tomorrow, with all of the uncertainty that it brings. She also reminds us that God holds the future right in his hands and makes life worth living for all who trust in him.

2nd Hymn: “Love Lifted Me” (Page 505 Red Hymnal)

Howard E. Smith | James Rowe  Public Domain

CCLI Song # 66926 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1   I was sinking deep in sin
Far from the peaceful shore
Very deeply stained within
Sinking to rise no more
But the Master of the sea
Heard my despairing cry
From the waters lifted me
Now safe am I                           Chorus
Chorus    Love lifted me
Love lifted me
When nothing else could help
Love lifted me
(REPEAT)
Verse 2    All my heart to Him I give
Ever to Him I'll cling
In His blessed presence live
Ever His praises sing
Love so mighty and so true
Merits my soul's best songs
Faithful loving service too
To Him belongs                        Chorus
Verse 3    Souls in danger look above
Jesus completely saves
He will lift you by His love
Out of the angry waves
He's the Master of the sea
Billows His will obey
He your Savior wants to be
Be saved today                       Chorus
      Link for hymn: “Love Lifted Me”   (Pg. 505)
      https://youtu.be/Lk5XNtNBhQY?t=1
      https://youtu.be/BWZfeYvXrvw 
3rd Hymn: “Because He Lives” (Page 213 in Red hymnal)                                  Gloria Gaither | William J. Gaither      

 RESURRECTION (Used by permission of Gaither Music Company)
CCLI Song # 16880 CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1

God sent His Son they called Him Jesus
He came to love heal and forgive
He bled and died to buy my pardon
An empty grave is there to prove
My Savior lives                     (Chorus)
Chorus

Because He lives I can face tomorrow
Because He lives all fear is gone
Because I know He holds the future
And life is worth the living
Just because He lives

Verse 2

How sweet to hold a newborn baby
And feel the pride and joy he gives
But greater still the calm assurance
This child can face uncertain days
Because Christ lives              (Chorus)
Verse 3

And then one day I'll cross the river
I'll fight life's final war with pain
And then as death gives way to victory
I'll see the lights of glory 

and I’ll know He lives           (Chorus)
Link for hymn: “Because He Lives”  (Page 213):   
https://youtu.be/Hvh3dEOnQwk?t=1 
https://youtu.be/dpp-cVEHeZg?t=4  
(click on ‘show more’ below video for words)

History of Hymn: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” is a Christian hymn by Charles Wesley (1707-1788) with a theme of Christian perfection. Little did he know that “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling,” would rise to become one of the most popular and consistently vocalized Christian songs. The hymn is written around a progression of thoughts: (1) our prayers for the Holy Spirit, (2) praying for the return of our Lord through the second coming, and (3) prayers for the finalization of his new creation. “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” is used for weddings. This hymn reorients us to see that a beautiful wedding and marriage is only, and can only ever be, a reflection of the Love above all loves. We are only able to love one another because Christ first loved us. God is love, and we are mirrors and bearers of that love to each other. While the hymn is one of Wesley’s best known, it is also considered a prayer. In the prayer of the hymn we are asking Jesus to enter our hearts, set our hearts free from sin, and make us a new creation in Him. Let us pray that we would continually be filled with Love, that we might bless each other, and become more and more like He who loves us.

History of Hymn “Love Lifted Me”

   “Love Lifted Me” hymn lyrics was written by James Rowe (1865-1933);  a music was written by Howard E. Smith (1863-1918), published in 1912.  Rowe and Smith were friends and wrote several hymns together including “I Would Be Like Jesus” and “Sweeter As the Days God By”. Rowe immigrated to the United States from Ireland to U.S. 

   Rowe’s text was inspired by two biblical stories: first from Matthew 14:22-33 the passage of Peter walking on water, becoming afraid, cries out to the Lord to save him as he sinks. Jesus caught Peter by the hand and lifts him up into the boat. Second story from Matthew 8:23-27, where Jesus is asleep and the disciples became scared by the storm threatening to sink the boat. They wake Jesus, ask him to help them. Jesus rebukes the storm and it calms and the disciples thank him.  Rowe's hymn masterfully includes both stories, using sinking or being swamped into the sea as an illustration for "sinking deep in sin…sinking to rise no more." Jesus, "Master of the sea," hears our pleas for help, reaches out to us in love, and lifts us up into the well being of grace. The first verse reminds us of the “redemption from sin by our Savior”; the second verse shows “the change in our walk as we own Him our song, our service, our whole heart.’” the last verse is a ‘witness to the loss.’
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Interim Pastor, Rev. Kristine Heckard

 3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                Email: valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com    Website: ValleysEcc.Org

Weekly Devotional #33            August 21, 2022         “When It’s Okay to Break the Rules”

                                         Tenth Sunday After Pentecost

Pastor Kris Heckard is our Interim Pastor. We pray this devotional will be meaningful to you. 

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship: 

L: Let all who know the freedom of God’s grace come together!

P: Must we know all the Laws and must we be perfect in our hearts?

L: Jesus fulfilled the Law, and in Christ we are perfected before God.
P: What if our clothes are not fine or our bodies imperfect and worn? 

L: Sing praises unto the Lord! In the cross, God’s love came to us all!
ALL: Blessed be the name of the Lord!
L: Come, let us worship together.

Invocation:  

O God, we come to You on this day of rest in celebration and thanksgiving for the day of our Savior’s rising from the grave.  We come with great anticipation of the works of salvation He is yet to do.  Receive us now as we offer our prayers, our songs, our offerings, and ourselves through Jesus Christ our Lord we pray.  Amen. 

Readings: *indicates sermon text

Responsive: Psalm 103:1-8

New Testament: Hebrews 12:18-29

*Gospel: Luke 13:10-17

Meditation: “When It’s Okay to Break the Rules”

Jesus was always getting into trouble over the “blue laws” of his day. Remember blue laws? Stores can’t open before a certain hour on Sunday, or at all? Or stores can’t sell certain items on Sunday? 

When I was growing up, we often went to church and after church we had a big Sunday dinner.   I know there was a lot of work involved in this meal, and a lot of clean-up after it.  My sister Karen would wash the dishes and I would dry.   And then everyone collapsed, especially my Mom.  My dad read the Sunday paper.  Late in the day we usually took a trip down to Red Lion to visit my Great Grandmother Baker.  But we generally goofed off.  It was a day of rest, our Sabbath.


Jesus was raised in a Jewish culture that practiced a strict Sabbath. By His time there were clear rabbinical teachings about what was work and what was not work. From Friday sundown to Saturday sundown, the Jewish family rested. Any meals were prepared before Sabbath began. Families attended Synagogue, which was kind of like our Sunday school, a place to learn the Scriptures. They worshiped as a family. And they relaxed in their homes.

In today’s reading, Jesus once again violated the strict traditional rabbi interpretation of the Sabbath by “working”.   I’m not sure how much work it took our Lord to do a miracle. He seemed to do it without breaking a sweat. And he didn’t try to do it on the sly. He did this miracle, like others on the Sabbath, very publicly. And he turned it into a public lesson. The first thing we learn in this miracle performed is that 

God is a compassionate God.  (vv. 11-13)


Remember, when you see Jesus at work, you see the very activity of God.  He told his disciples, “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father” (John 14:9). Earlier he had told them that he only did what he saw the Father doing (John 5:19). Here, Jesus reveals the compassion of God for his people.


Look at the description of this woman in verse 11.  It says, “A woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not straighten up at all.” She was “crippled by a spirit.” The Greek literally says she was “having a spirit of weakness.” Doctor Luke correctly attributed her ailment to the evil one, Satan himself, who reigns over all evil spirits. Sickness is not of God. It is not a part of his good creation.  And God took pity on this poor woman who had been ruled by it for 18 long years!
Commentators believe she suffered from spondylitis ankylopoietica, a form of chronic inflammatory arthritis that primarily affects the spine. Her backbone was probably fused in such a way that she could not walk upright. Note that Jesus was so moved by her condition that he didn’t wait for her to ask; he just told her she would be healed. And she was. Verse 12 -13 say, “When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, ‘Woman, you are set free from your infirmity.’  Then he put his hands on her, and immediately she straightened up and praised God.”


Jesus took time for a sick woman, when society didn’t have much to do with women. And the woman’s life was forever changed by the touch of the Savior. Unfortunately, one person’s life was not changed. And that brings us to the second thing we learn. . .

You can always count on a challenge of a critic (v. 14) . . .

Don’t you know that, even if you have the best of intentions, you’re still going to receive criticism. I bet, with changes you have made to the church, with the updates and improvements I have a sneaking suspicion that there might be some criticism afloat as well. Change is hard, after all, even when it’s change for the better.


In today’s story, the Synagogue administrator was not a happy camper. Instead of speaking directly to Jesus, a popular rabbi, he turned his remarks to the crowd. Verse 14 says, “Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue leader said to the people ‘There are six days for work. So come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath.’”


What hard-heartedness! He had a front row seat to a miracle, and his heart was unmoved! He saw 18 years of hardship reversed in a second. And in response, he quotes a policy???


The rule comes from number three of the Ten Commandments, which says, “Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor your animals, nor any foreigner residing in your towns.” (Exodus 20:9-10)


The rabbis debated what it meant to work, and generally gave a loophole to offer medical help in a genuine emergency. Since the woman in today’s story was not in emergency need, the synagogue administrator considered her healing a Sabbath violation.


The Believer’s Bible Commentary calls this guy a “professional religionist,” and notes, “If he had had curvature of the spine for eighteen years, he would not have minded on which day he was straightened out!” He was supposed to be in charge of the Synagogue and the people’s spiritual growth, yet he really had no compassion for the very people he served.


It’s easy to lean on rules. Rules are safe, predictable, black and white, no gray areas. Yet, when we lean on rules, we miss out on relationship. We might be like this guy and be standing so close to Jesus and yet miss what he does. Instead, we come to the 3rd thing we learn. . .

 We need to cast out the constraints of legalism (vv. 15-17)


Jesus spoke of freedom, not the chains of legalism. He used typical rabbinical “lesser-to-greater” argument. Basically, he said: “If you allow people to help animals in need on the Sabbath” (that’s the lesser), “then why would you not allow people to help people in need on the Sabbath” (that’s the greater).


The rabbis had really worked hard at perfecting their rules. They figured you could walk about 2,000 cubits, or 6/10 of a mile without “working.” But animals had to be watered, and wells were not always close by. And so, to allow people to walk their animals to a watering hole, they would build a simple structure next to the well and declare it to be a private residence. If you walked your animal to it, you could put the animal inside briefly, then give it water since it was at “home,” and then walk it back to its other true home, without breaking the mileage rule.


Jesus actually used a word play in the Greek to make his point: He used the same word “for untie” with both oxen and the woman. So if you read verses 15 and 16 literally, it sounds like this: “The Lord answered him, ‘You hypocrites! Doesn’t each of you on the Sabbath UNTIE your ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it water? Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be UNTIED on the Sabbath day from what bound her?’”


And the crowd went crazy with delight. Folks, we have a God who wants to untie us from what binds us, who wants to set us free! Don’t let anyone bind up your faith in excessive rules and regulations.  The  “thou shalt’s” and “thou shall not’s” God’s commands are for our own good.  They’re not meant to be burdensome (1 John 5:3). We make them burdensome when we add to them, as the rabbis did back in Jesus’ day.


God wants a relationship with us. God wants to heal us and God wants to set us free.   Amen.

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

O Lord, our God, only You are eternal, and it is only to You that we can turn when everything else fails.  We praise You for Your power as it has worked for our good.  We thank You for Your grace reaching new to us each day, for Your love expressed in Jesus Christ our Savior.  What an amazing God you are. You buck our human tradition. You shame us with our rules and regulations built on our own self-centeredness. Help us to instead turn to You, in all the freedom of our Savior, Jesus Christ, who refused to be put in a box.  We know that sometimes it’s ok to break the rules, when the rules are contrary to what You have for us.  Teach us Your flexibility and compassion, that we may never avoid serving the needs of the sick because of some rule or anxiety about criticism from others.  We have seen Your compassion in the face of Jesus Christ as He continued to touch with healing the sick and weak in body, mind, or spirit.  

Remember with love and compassion the poor and needy, the unemployed, the disabled, those who mourn, the sick and heavy laden.  We lift up to You and ask that You would lay Your healing hands upon them and give them comfort in Your presence.  We also pray for those who care for the sick and the aged.  Give them renewed strength each and every day.  We pray all these thing now in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray . . . Our Father . . . Amen.

Benediction:

Our Lord Jesus Christ be with you to defend you, within you to keep you, before you to lead you, beside you to guard you, and above you to bless you.  Amen.
